
Christopher Columbus was born on 31st   
October in Genoa, Italy.  His father was a 
weaver by trade and although 
Christopher worked in his father’s shop 
when he was young his real passion was 
to become a sailor. 

 
Christopher started sailing when he was a 

teenager, he went on various trading 
voyages around the Mediterranean Sea. 

When his ship was attacked by Pirates, he 
swam to the nearest shore which was 

Portugal.  He and his brother ran a small 
shop that sold maps to sailors.  

Christopher and his brother knew that 
there were great riches to be found in 
China and Asia and tried to convince 
someone to pay for his voyage across the 
sea. 

In 1492 he managed to convince the king 
and queen of Spain to pay for his trip and 
on 3rd August he set sail for Asia with 
three ships named the Nina, the Pinta and 
the Santa Maria. 

For the voyage to find China and Asia, Christopher and his crew have probably needed to take the following 
supplies and equipment with them.   

They would have needed enough food and water for everyone on each of the three ships so they would be able 
to survive at sea for as long as possible if they didn’t find land. They would of also needed maps, and a compass 
to navigate the sea and something to tell the time.  

Christopher Columbus is remembered as a brave navigator of the sea and for finding America, although he 
never found a direct path from Europe to Asia.  The people of America celebrate ‘Columbus Day’ as a 
celebration of the day Columbus found America in 1492. 

On 12th October Christopher found land but it wasn’t the Indies as he thought it was one of the Bahamian 
Islands.  Christopher returned to Spain with his findings and the king of Spain was happy to pay for three more 
trips, Christopher revisited the America’s but never actually made it as far as Asia. 


