
 

Shepton Mallet Prison 

 

 

About the prison 

Today (Wednesday 1st July) me and my best friend Gracie went on a trip to Shepton 

Mallet Prison. It took us around 50–60 minutes to get there but it was so worth it! 

Shepton Mallet prison is an old prison which you can have a tour around, it is a very 

big and it has lots of rooms to explore. The prison first opened in 1610 and it 

closed as a functional place in 2013. You can go into most of the rooms to have a 

look around (some of them are empty e.g. hospital, doctors, kitchen and more.) It is 

even possible to view the original cells from 1610 and the governor’s family home 

and office. Some areas and places in the prison are supposedly haunted by people 

who have died in the prison (read more about that on chapter ‘Backstories and 

ghosts.) 

 

Wings 

In the prison there are four different wings. (A – D Wing) Each wing is a narrow 

three-floor room with a lot of cells on either side. Some of the cells are bigger than 

others this is because some prisoners had to share a room. In the single cells there 

was normally a bed with a very thin mattress and a blanket, a desk, a toilet and sink 

and most of the time a cupboard. It was the same in the double rooms except an 

extra bed. The A wing is apparently the most haunted wing/area in the entire prison, 

and it was the only wing that had its own servery. Now that the prison has closed as 

a functional prison you can look around all the wings you can also go into every 

single cell. Two of the cells have been re-created to show you what a modern day cell 

of 2013 would have looked like and a Victorian cell. 

 

Punishments 

When people where in prison and did something, they should not have done the 

police officers would give them a punishment depending on how bad the thing they 

had done was. Some of the punishments in the earlier days was grinding down sand 

(they had to do this 256 times before the officer would add a hardness level to the 

lever.) Another one of the worst punishments was being hung. prisons are not 

allowed to hang people anymore but in the olden days that was one of the 

punishments for murder. The executioner arrived at 4 pm the night before he had to 

hang someone, he stayed in a luxury room next door to the execution room. All 

hangings took place at 6 am in the morning. The last hanging ever to have 



happened in Shepton Mallet Prison was in 1945. Another punishment for murder 

when it was used was as a military prison was the firing range (shooting) on the 

back wall of the prison there are three bullet holes (now patched up) where they 

used to shoot the prisoners dead. It is believed that over 100 dead prisoners were 

buried underneath Shepton Mallet.  

 

Ghosts and backstories  

 

In the prison many people have witnessed ‘ghosts’. One of the most popular ghost 

sightings was ‘The White Lady’. This story happened on the A wing (the most 

haunted area in the prison). The lady apparently killed her husband and ended up in 

that prison. She was told that she was to be hung the next morning, however the 

night before she was meant to be killed, she asked for her wedding dress to be 

delivered so that she could sleep in it. The next morning, they went to her cell to 

collect her, but she had died in her sleep. They believed that she died of a broken 

heart. She now haunts the prison on the A wing you may feel a cold breeze as she 

walks by. Another popular story was of a man who tried to escape the prison. He got 

up onto the roof of the prison, but he fell and died instantly, that is why if you take a 

picture in the left side of the exercise yard you may see a ghostly figure. There are 

many ghost stories in the prison. Shepton Mallet prison is actually the most haunted 

prison in UK!  

 


