
 

 
Woodland Class 
September 2020 

 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Children 
 
Welcome back! It’s really nice to have all the children back into school and they 
are definitely ready for an exciting, action packed and enjoyable year! I hope to 
answer most of the ‘house-keeping’ questions in this letter 
 
At the start of the day 
As soon as your child comes into the classroom, we start our learning by doing a 
‘Start of the day ‘activity. This will be linked to our learning in phonics, maths or 
other areas of the curriculum. 
 
Homework  
Year 1 and 2 children will be expected to complete 10 – 15 minutes of homework 
each day to extend, consolidate and support their learning in school.  
 
Reading: At this age reading is a priority. Please encourage your child to read 
regularly at home, daily if possible, and make some time to discuss the text with 
them. Reading books will be changed on a MONDAY and we will be sending 
home a number of books for your child to read over the week. I would be grateful 
if you could make sure all books are returned on the following Monday. 
 
Spellings: Spellings will be linked to the sounds we are learning and will be sent 
out on a Tuesday. These should be returned the following Monday. The spellings 
set on a Tuesday will be those that the children will be learning in class that 
week. I have attached some ideas on how to make learning their spellings a bit 
more active and fun. 
 
Maths: Maths homework will be set on MONDAY and will be an activity on 
Mathletics which will consolidate that week’s class teaching. I would appreciate it 
if you encouraged your child to complete the task carefully. The activity should be 
completed by the following Monday, when I will check that it has been done. The 
children are, of course, welcome to complete other activities on Mathletics as this 
will improve their mathematical understanding.  
 
Year 2s also need to be learning their 2, 5 and 10 times tables. They can do this 
by having a go at the Arena and Garage activities on Times Tables Rock Stars! 
(please see attached letter). 
 
I have noticed that a number of children are reversing their numbers, it would be 
a great help if you could also work on number formation with them. 
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Communication 
If there is ever anything you think I need to know about that might affect your 
child, please contact the office (office@shillingstone.dorset.sch.uk). If you have 
any concerns or queries, you can always catch me at the end of the day on the 
playground. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Mrs Hillier 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Multi-sensory spelling ideas 
 
 

 Use chalk to spell the word 

 Use empty washing up liquid bottles and spell the word by 
squirting the water. 

 Write the words on partners back for them to guess it. 

 Make the words using scrabble or magnetic letters 

 Write word in sand/cornflour/shaving foam using fingers 

 Child can trace over the word in as many different colours and 
types of pen. The end result will be messy but memorable. 

 Write the word as many times as they can in a minute 

 Use a different colour of the rainbow for each letter. Make a 
rainbow shape with your word. 

 Design a word – write using bubble letters. Colour each letter 
with a different pattern 

 Draw words 

 Find words in books 

 Cut out letters needed for words from a newspaper and glue 
them on paper to spell the word 

 Use one colour for consonants and another colour for vowels 

 Write the words so they criss cross creating a crossword effect 

 Unscramble letters 

 Write word three times in three colours 
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English 
We will be developing our literacy skills by using a variety of fiction and non-
fiction texts linked to our topic ‘Dinosaur Planet’. To start with we will be writing 
a recount all about our ‘Dinosaur Discovery’ before moving onto poetry and 
riddles, non-chronological reports and finishing by writing our own dinosaur 
story. Throughout the term we will be developing our sentence writing, 
remembering to punctuate accurately and improving our writing with exciting 
vocabulary as well as learning new grammar and spelling rules.  
 

Daily Phonics Sessions 
I have assessed all the children and initially we will be using our phonics 
sessions to secure their knowledge of previous sounds learnt. It is vitally 
important that they are secure in these sounds before moving on. 
 
Children will be heard read by an adult from the classroom as often as possible 
on an individual basis. It is really important that children read regularly at 
home and that Book bags and reading books are in school every day. Reading 
scheme books will be changed on a Monday. 
 
Handwriting – Please see separate sheet 
 
Maths 
This half term we will cover a range of topics during our math’s lessons starting 
with some number work with a focus on place value and understanding number. 
We will develop the children’s understanding of addition and subtraction and 
teach them how to apply this knowledge in problem solving situations. You could 
help at home by getting your child to count up to 100 in different steps, e.g. 2s, 
5s and 10s and for a challenge, 3s and 4s.  
 
 
Topic – Dinosaur Planet 
 
Science 
During our Science sessions we will be developing understanding of the nature, 
processes and methods of science through different types of science enquiries that 
help them to answer scientific questions about the world around them. We will be 
describing and comparing the structure of a variety of common animals and 
identifying dinosaurs that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. 
 
Art and Design  
We will be creating prehistoric landscapes using natural materials and making 
dinosaur eggs, exploring ways of changing the shape of the materials we use. We 
will be designing and creating a Sockasaurus Rex as well as making (and 
tasting!) dinosaur biscuits. 
 
Computing 
In Computing we will be focusing on programming and using technology to 
create digital content. We will be learning about Algorithms, creating and 
debugging programs. Throughout our Dinosaur topic we will be using technology 
to write labels for our dinosaur displays, taking and uploading photographs as 
well as creating a digital presentation to share interesting facts and information. 



 
Geography  
In our Geography sessions we will be locating countries, continents and oceans 
on a word map.   
 
History 
As part of our topic we will be learning all about Mary Anning as well as 
investigating what happened to the dinosaurs. 
 
Music 
We will be creating a new dinosaur song by using our voices to explore sounds 
that we think dinosaurs might have made and suggesting appropriate percussion 
instruments to accompany each verse. 
 
PE 
We have two PE sessions each week – Tuesday and Friday. On Tuesday they 
will have a coach focusing on Multi skills, circuits and fitness building and on 
Fridays they will be taught Gym and Dance (linked to our topic) by Mrs Bray. A 
reminder that children will need to come into school in their PE kit on these days. 
As the weather becomes cooler, please ensure the children are appropriately 
dressed. For example, on a Friday they will need to wear shorts for their lesson 
but they may wish to come into school with black/navy jogging bottoms over the 
top to keep them warm. 
 
SEAL 
In our SEAL sessions we will be exploring the theme of New Beginnings. The 
theme offers the children the opportunity to see themselves as valued individuals 
within a community, and to contribute to shaping a welcoming, safe and fair 
learning community for all. Throughout the theme the children will explore 
feelings of happiness and excitement, sadness, anxiety and fearfulness, while 
learning (and putting into practice) shared models for ‘calming down’ and 
‘problem solving’. 
 

RE 
Our RE unit for this half term is about the Gospel and we will be thinking about 
the key question ‘What is the good news that Jesus brings?’. Through it we will 
be looking at how Christian’s believe that Jesus brought friendship, forgiveness 
and peace. 
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