
 
Autumn Term 2 2020 

Welcome back! I hope you all had a relaxing half term holiday and are now ready to start the 2nd 
Autumn term.  

                                               
An Exciting New Curriculum! 

We thoroughly enjoyed our first topic this year ‘Off with Her Head!’  

 

 
I am adding photos to our class page 
on the school website every week to 
share with you some activities we have 
been doing in school. Please have a look 
and ask your child questions about their 
learning in school.  
These photos are just a select few of the 
more practical tasks that the children 
have been involved in. 
As well as these, they have been 
building their writing skills in Topic 
lessons. Their two main extended pieces 
of writing during this first half term 
have been a biography of King Henry 
VIII and a newspaper report about Anne 
Boleyn’s execution. 



Our new Topic for this half term is ‘Stargazers’. 
 
Unit synopsis: 
Journey through space, the final frontier. Navigate beyond the 
Sun, the magnificent, blazing star at the centre of our Solar 
System. Investigate the eight planets: Mercury, Venus, Earth, 
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune. Take a look at the 
Moon, a celestial body that orbits Earth. Then it’s 3, 2, 1, blast 
off. Build and launch a rocket for an important test mission. 
Exploring space is probably the greatest adventure that 
humankind has ever undertaken. Are we alone? Or are there 
other life forms out there? 
 
Most subjects will be part of these curriculum units: Writing, 
Science, Computing, History, Geography, Music, Art and design, 
and Design and technology. 
 
 
 

Numeracy 
This table below outlines the units for the Autumn Term. 

 
 

P.E. 
P.E. will be taught as a discrete subject.  
Mondays – Dance (led by dance coach Charlotte Fernandes from Dance Days Academy) 
The dance lessons will take place in the school hall and so indoor P.E. kit needs to be worn into school 
on these days. Please ensure when the weather gets colder that your child comes to school with 
jogging bottoms over their PE shorts and wearing a school sweatshirt or cardigan. 
Tuesdays – Tag Rugby (led by sports coaches from Premier Sports) 
The lessons will take place outside, hopefully on the school field. Trainers should be worn to school 
with their outdoor PE kits on these days. 
 

R.E. 
In RE, we will be studying one of the World Faiths - Islam. The children will gain an understanding 

of why people show commitment in different ways, describe how different practices enable Muslims to 

show their commitment to God and understand that some of these will be more significant to some 

Muslims than others.  

 



 
Languages 

Mrs Wood will be teaching French as a discrete subject on Friday afternoons. 
 

SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning) 
Mrs Higgs will be teaching SEAL as a discrete subject on Thursdays. The second unit is ‘Getting On 
and Falling Out’. This theme focuses on developing children’s knowledge, understanding and skills in 
three key social and emotional aspects of learning: empathy, managing feelings (with a focus on 
anger) and social skills. 

 
Teaching in Desert Class 

The general structure of the teaching timetable is mapped out below. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Mrs Vail Mrs Vail Mrs Vail Mrs Higgs 
Am - Mrs Vail 

Pm - Mrs Wood 
(Mrs Vail - PPA) 

 
Teaching Assistants 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Mornings 
Mrs Wood 
Miss Ryan 

Mrs Wood 
Miss Ryan 

Mrs Wood 
Miss Ryan 

Mrs Wood 
Miss Ryan 

Mrs Wood 
Miss Ryan 

Afternoons Mrs Wood Mrs Wood Mrs Wood Mrs Wood 
Mrs Wood 
Miss Ryan 

 



Homework 
Year 5 and 6 children are expected to complete 15 – 25 minutes of homework each day to support, 

consolidate and extend their learning in school. Your support with homework is essential and plays a 
key part in your child’s learning. 

Other information         
*The children have stuck their log ons to the online programs at the back of their Reading Records. 
Please encourage them to use these at home as much as possible.  
 
* Desert Class Educational Visit to Carey Outdoor Education Centre 
Tuesday 24th November 2020   Leave school promptly at 9am. At the time of writing, this trip is still 
going ahead as planned. I will let you know if this changes. We are all looking forward to this!  
Please make sure you have sent the permission forms and £20 contribution to the school office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children 
should be 
reading 
books at 
home 
regularly – 
ideally every 
evening. 
This extends 
their 
vocabulary 
and 
imaginations 
enormously! 
They can 
borrow 
books from 
the school 
library or 
choose to 
read books 
from home. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 
Friday 

Spelling Test &  
Times Tables Test in school 

Please make sure homework books are back 
in school on Friday so you can stick in the 
new spelling list and note down the times 

tables focus. 

 New spellings set 
(a copy is sent home in your homework 

book so parents can help you practice 

these words at home – ideally this 

would be 5-10 minutes every day) 

 New times tables set 
(noted in homework book so parents 

know which times tables you are on 

and can help you practice at home) 

 Use Times Tables Rock Stars  
10 mins set in Arena each week 
10 mins set in Garage each week 
 
 Mathletics - Numeracy 
homework set linked to this week’s focus 
in class 
 
 Use Reading Eggspress to 
practice reading and comprehension 
skills 
(at least 30 minutes per week at home) 

 Write in your Reading Record  
(at least once a week) 

 Year 6 – extra SPaG revision set 
on SPaG.com 



 
Note from Mrs Higgs 
 
I would like to thank everyone for making me feel so welcome at Shillingstone School and to express 

how much I am enjoying working with the children in both classes. I have been very impressed with 

the children’s efforts and their excellent attitude to all of their learning. This was particularly evident 

in the SEAL work that they completed before half term where they wrote some superb letters to our 

MP; Mr Simon Hoare. 

 
I know things are a bit different at the minute but please be assured my door is always open (but in a 
different way!) Please email the school office and I will get back to you as soon as possible, on the 
phone or via email. 
Your support is always appreciated. Please ask if you have any queries about anything at all.  
Kind regards, Mrs Sarah Vail. 


