
 
 
 
 

 

 

A  Happy New Year to you and your family from all the staff at Shillingstone Primary School! 
 
Please see our school website for updates on events and news. 

 
Our Events page has been updated on the school website: Events from December 16, 2025 - 
February 16Shillingstone CE Primary School 
 
Our School Needs You! 
We are looking for a couple of people to join our team of Governors. We understand that this may seem 
like a daunting prospect. However, this is an opportunity to help to shape and guide our school. You do 
not need any working knowledge of a primary school to be involved, just a passion for helping our 
school and students. We are holding a question and information session on Wednesday 14th January at 
9am in the staff room with Mr Wright and Sharon Proyer (our Chair of Governors). You will be under no 
obligation to sign up so please do come along. There will be biscuits! 
 
Mr Wright climbs a hill (or 3) 
As you are probably aware, Mrs Whitehouse-Sharpe swam the channel to raise funds for our school! I 
am not able to take on such a herculean feat, however in an effort to help to add funds for future 
adventures, I am planning to do a bit of walking. The plan is to summit the three tallest peaks in the UK, 
over three days, hopefully at the beginning of the summer holiday this year. I’ll be collecting 
sponsorship which will all go directly to the children, most likely to fund busses for trips and events (if 
there is enough, I would also like to fund some outdoor learning activities). 
More details and links to fundraising will appear soon. 
 
Also, in an attempt to warm up for this challenge, I have signed up to run 47 miles in February for the 
charity: Surfers Against Sewage, a charity very close to my heart. 
 

☠️ Our wild waters are under threat. 

💸 Water companies paid out £1.2 billion to shareholders last year while dumping sewage nearly 

600,000 times. 

  

Dates for diaries:  

Monday 12th January 3.20-3.40pm - Year 6 parents and children meeting with Mrs Vail – SATs 

information and residential briefing             

Tuesday 13th January 3.20-3.40pm - An introduction to Mrs McCall - Ocean class only 

Wednesday 14th January 9am - New Governor information session 

Wednesday 14th January – The Old Ox – all welcome 

Wednesday 21st January – Special breakfast (Croissants and pain au chocolate) 

Half term: 16th – 20th February 

Monday 23rd February 2026 – INSET Day 

Friday 27th March – Last day of Spring Term 

 

https://www.shillingstone.dorset.sch.uk/events/
https://www.shillingstone.dorset.sch.uk/events/


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

⚠️ The system is broken. I'm raising money to help put an end sewage pollution in our rivers & seas. 

 

Every mile I run will help fight for cleaner, safer water. Please support me and this vital cause. 👇 

#please note: the below link is for the charity, not for the school# 

 

https://socialsync.app/fundraiser/cr-4pvwm685qk7vj 

 

Thank you. Mr Wright. 

 
 
 
Road Safety Poster Competition 
Further to our recent Road Traffic Survey, we announced a competition before Christmas to design a 
Road Safety Poster which will be made into a sign to slow down traffic on the local roads. We have now 
extended the deadline, so if your child would like to take part,  please ask them to produce a poster on 
A4 paper and hand into the office by the end of next week (Friday 16th January). The winning entries will 
have the pleasure of seeing their designs made into  the road signs. Thank you for your help in 
supporting our drive to improve road safety in our local area. 
 
 
A message from Mrs Swaffield 
Dear parents, 
I just wanted to say a huge thank you for all of your kind messages and leaving gifts. I was really 
touched by your generosity and am so grateful for all of your support. I haven’t yet taken the bracelet 
off and we will enjoy using the New Zealand dollars to buy something for our new family home. 
       I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and enjoyed the break. We have had a very busy few 
weeks since leaving England. After a lovely holiday in Tokyo and Fiji, we touched down in NZ on 2nd 
January. We are based in a coastal town just East of Auckland and have already made good use of 
being so close to the beach. We have begun to explore our new surroundings and look forward to 
starting work/school at the end of the month. 
       Shillingstone is a fantastic school which I shall miss tremendously. I would like to wish you all the 
best for the future and thank you again. 
Charlotte Swaffield 

  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fsocialsync.app%2ffundraiser%2fcr-4pvwm685qk7vj&c=E,1,VDjzXra0XvuoqPQFV_9TeknU229qFHBfrjo6K4D_jUmvwKpjVBDKgCrHrNXzH3z_se1gBmi6Mc2zKyX56iFgHtIJoEwFD0cY3ZUkebZF&typo=1&ancr_add=1


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Digital Detox New Year Challenge 

 

  



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Click on this link for more information 

Research Digest: Screen time and green time | Children & Nature Network

 

https://www.childrenandnature.org/resources/research-digest-screen-time-and-green-time/
https://www.childrenandnature.org/resources/research-digest-screen-time-and-green-time/


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Kindest regards, 

 
Mr Wright - Head of School (Monday-Thursday)  
Mrs Vail - Head of School (Friday)  

 

 


