
Whole School RE Project 

Big question – What makes somewhere a place of Worship? 

 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT! 
Start by choosing one of these activities to complete. 

 Think about a place you visit that is special to you.  It could be somewhere 
like someone’s house, a park, a stadium, a beach, a museum or maybe a 
restaurant.   What makes it special?  Why do go there?  Who do you go 
with?  What do you do when you are there? How does it make you feel 
when you are there? 
 
Now create a poster, a model, a photo collage or a picture of your special 
place.   
 
 

Think about your home.  What makes it special?  What are the most 
important things you have in your home? Which rooms in your house are 
the most important and why?  What things happen in the different rooms 
in your house?  How do the rooms in your house make you feel?  
 
 
Design a room in your house that includes all the most important things 
from your home.  You could draw it, make a model or use pictures or 
photos to create a ‘mood’ board for your new room. 
 
 

And have a go 
at the writing 
task linked to 
activity 
 
 

Ocean and Desert – Write a review about a visit to your special place.  Use 
the questions above to help you think about what to include and give a 
rating out of 5. 
 
 
Jungle and Woodland – Using the questions above, write a postcard to a 
friend telling them about your special place.  
 
 

 
 

Ocean and Desert – Write a letter to someone in your family that would 
persuade them to build your ‘new’ room, remember to explain why you 
have chosen the different items and how they would make your room 
special. 
 
Jungle and Woodland – Write labels or sentences about your ‘new’ room 
to explain why it is so special. 
 
 
 
 

  



INVESTIGATE 
 Now find out about different places of worship.  Use the internet and the information and links below.  Investigate at least two different religions. You will use this background 

information to help you with the final task so the more information you find out the more useful it will be. 
 When you have found out about different places of worship try and think about the following questions; 

 Why do people go there?   
 Who do they go with?   
 What do they do when you are there?  
 How does it make them feel when they are there? 
 What are the most important items in these places of worship? 

 Can you only Worship if you are in these places? 
 Underneath each religion is a creative activity you might like to try 

 Sikhism 
Where do Sikhs worship? 

The Sikh place of worship is called a Gurdwara which 
means 'Gateway to the Guru'. A Gurdwara is any 
building where the Guru Granth Sahib is kept. 

In the UK, Sikhs usually go to the Gurdwara on Sundays. 
During the services they listen to teachings based on 
the Guru Granth Sahib. They also chant and say prayers 
from the gurus. These are called Keertan. 

The Langar 

The service ends in a langar (a shared meal). Everyone is 
welcome to share the meal. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/ritesri
tuals/gurdwara_1.shtml  
 

Judaism 
Where do Jews worship? 

Jews worship God in a synagogue. Jewish people attend 
services at the synagogue on Saturdays during Shabbat. 

Shabbat (the Sabbath) is the most important time of the 
week for Jews. It begins on Friday evenings and ends at 
sunset on Saturdays. During Shabbat, Jews remember 
that God created the world and on the seventh day he 
rested. Jews believe God's day of rest was a Saturday. 

The services in the synagogue are led by a religious 
leader called a rabbi, which means ‘Teacher’ in Hebrew. 

 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/worsh
ip/synagogue_1.shtml 
 
 

Islam 
Where do Muslims worship? 

Muslims worship in a building called a mosque. On 
Friday at noon, the most important of the weekly 
services is held. 

When Muslims pray, they must always face Makkah in 
Saudi Arabia. Many Muslim men will wear a small cap 
called a taqiyah when they pray. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/inside-the-mosque-what-
do-you-need-to-know/zr3f2sg  

Video 
links 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z36sb9q 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z8cd2hv 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zcfgkqt 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0115jms 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z74wmp3 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01140gv 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0113kh6 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/religious-education-ks2-my-life-my-religion-east-
london-mosque/zmctvk7  

Creative 
activity 

 
 Design and/or create your own Sikh flag 

 

 
 Design and/or create your own prayer shawl 

 
 Design and/or create your own prayer mat 
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 Christianity 
Where do Christians worship? 
 
Many Christians worship in churches. Some groups 
meet in homes and other buildings. 'Church' means the 
gathering of Christians as well as the building in which 
Christians worship. Their leaders are called priests or 
ministers. 
 
Many churches hold a service called Communion, 
Eucharist or Mass, in which bread and wine are shared 
together, just as Jesus did with his followers before his 
death 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztkxpv4/articles

/zvfnkmn  
 
 

Hindu 
Where do Hindus worship? 

Hindus worship in a temple called a Mandir. Mandirs 
vary in size from small village shrines to large buildings, 
surrounded by walls. 

People can also visit the Mandir at any time to pray and 
participate in the bhajans (religious songs). 

Hindus also worship at home and often have a special 
room with a shrine to particular gods. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh86n39/article
s/zmpp92p 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/wors
hip/worship.shtml  

 

Video 
links 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zm87tfr 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zr34wmn 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p018zdl1 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/religious-studies-ks2-christian-worship/zvjv92p  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/religious-studies-ks2-my-life-my-religion-
hinduism-inside-hindu-temple/zbf2t39  

 

Creative 
activity 

 
 Design and/or create your own stained glass 

window 

 

 
 Design and/or create your own statue to go 

into a temple 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
Share your ideas and show what you know! 

 

 Put everything you have learnt together to design your own place of worship.  It should not be based on one religion but all your ideas of what you 
believe is important in a special place you could worship in.  It could be an inside or outside space.  You need to think about; 
 

 What people will see when they go there? 
 What people will do when they are there? 
 What special things show that it is a place of worship? 
 How will people they feel when they go there? 
 Are there different spaces or one space? 

 
You could show your design by creating a; 

 Drawing or painting a picture 
 3D model, such as in a room in a shoe box 
 Paper plate spiritual garden 
 Information powerpoint showing different aspects of your place of worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


